RETAINED BABY TEETH
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Puppies have a set of baby teeth just like human children.  These teeth are called “deciduous” teeth because they fall out, just like deciduous trees loose their leaves in the Fall.   In some dogs, especially small breeds, the roots of the baby canine teeth sometimes fail to resorb and as a result these teeth don’t fall out.  When the adult canine tooth erupts, two teeth end up in a space where there is only room for one.  Often the adult tooth comes in with an abnormal position and can strike the opposite gum causing pain. Food gets caught between the two teeth and gingivitis results.  It is better to extract the baby tooth to make room for the adult tooth in these cases. 

  

The baby canine teeth normally fall out by five months of age, and puppies are normally spayed and neutered around six months of age.  Thus, spaying and neutering offers a good opportunity to extract any retained baby teeth because the dog is already being sedated for surgery.  If the baby teeth haven’t fallen out by six months of age, they are unlikely to fall out on their own.   In this picture the retained baby tooth (yellow solid arrow) is smaller and sharper, and is behind the bigger, blunter adult canine tooth (open white arrow). 

  

Note that without any dental care (tooth brushing and T/D diet), calculus is already building up on the big chewing premolar in the back of the mouth.

